s release 


latest xÇ 


g 
welcome to issue 2 of TNSrecords fanzine 


«After releasing the TNSrecords compilation album in February we have been 
working very hard on pushing that CD and getting new stuff ready for our 
next release. At the time of writing this soles of the compilation had hit the 
700 mark, which aint bad in two months if we do soy so ourselves. We've also 
had two amazing TNSgigs in March so cheers to everyone who came and keep 
supporting the night. 


It's been awesome being at gigs in the Manchester area and seeing the crowd 
singing along to tracks off the compilation CD and we are also pretty 
pleased we've managed fo get it out in Europe and the US. We are always 
looking for more people to stock our releases, so get in touch if you foncy it. 


We are releasing a split ep in May for two of the bands who regularly rock 
the fuck out of the TNS band nights; Revenge of the Psychotronic Man and the 
Fractions. There is more info about these two bands and how to buy this CD 
luter in the Fanzine and you can listen to a couple of tracks on 
myspoce.com/thatsnotskonkingrecords [and on their individual sites) so check 
them out. We hope you enjoy them as much as we do. 

We are also pleased ro reveal that we'll be releasing a split ep for 
North-West reggae /ska bands, Horijan and the John Player Specials in the 
Harijon have been big favourites in the North-West for o long time and we 
figured it was about time this emozing band got heard a bit further a field. 
The John Ployer Specials are a new band who are starting to make o big 
impact in the area, so keep a close eye on these guys. 

Also included in this issue are interviews with TNS favourites, the Kirkz, 
Speeding Bee ond the John Player Specials ond loads of reviews and 
features. | hope it's a good read. 


Come down to our TNS band nights if you are in the Northwest. There is o gig 
guide later in the issue, but wherever you are based carry on supporting your 
underground music. Get 10 as many gigs as you con ond help the smaller 
bands play to the audiences they deservel 

Andy 

www.myspace.com/thatsnotskankingrecords 

www.myspace.com/thefractions 

www.revengeofihepsychoironicman.com 


For fanzine info email Andy at: thatsnotskanking@hotmail.com 
For label stuff contact Tîm ‘Bev’ Bevington at: tnsrecordsuk@hormail.co.uk 


This Issue was written by: Mozza, Beth, Spawny, Liam Revenge, Dove Adair 
and myself 
Artwork: Andy 


© REVENGE OF THE PSYCHOTRONIC MAN 

vs 
A THE FRACTIONS 
with a double shot of brass to back 


it up, They've been on the go for SPLIT EP 


the last 4 years or so and played 


shows all over the UK, including a The Fraction: 
couple’ef tours. The split EP with Melodic punk with horns 
Revenge of... will be followed by a Revenge of 

full debut album in the summer, and Lightning fast melodic punk 
with gigs always being announced ployed by idiots 


and songs always being written the 
Fractions look set for on exciting 
future. 
myspace.com/tha fractions 
Revenge of the Psychotronic Man are 
i fost becoming known for one of the 
most energetic and unpredictable live 
shows you can imagine. The band plays 
lightning fast punk rock, but are eager 
+“ to.maintain catchy melodies and big 
choruses. There is certainly o street 
NG punk ethic, with songs about drinking 
and escaping mundane life. After 
| forming in 2004 they have done 5 UK 
tours and pushing 150 gigs. The four 
> tracks penned for this split ep ore 
considered by the band to be their best 
j recordings yet. Revenge of... ore 
playing all over the UK throughout 
2008 so if you fancy witnessing some 
Carnage, check these fuckers our. 
revengeofthepsychotronicman.com 
myspace.com/revengeofthepsychotronicman 


“40 39N3A34 


This a contaigg the following track 
Revenge ot PhllÍ Power, This Is Where the Idiot Lives, Sleep 
Z Tn Your Bath ond the logeenehior Song 
The Fractions: Proper Successful, Out of Pocket, Down and Out 


“AVAILABLE FROM: 


TNSrecords webstore: myspace.com/thatsnotskankingrecords 
rockers england/piccadilly records manchester 
plus other stores nationally: see myspace for info 


OUT MAY 2008 FOR £4 ON TNSrecords 


SNIFFIN' GLUE 


| got hold of a book the other day abaut the pioneering punk Fonzine 
“Sniffin' Glue’. With o huge interest in both punk rock ond fanzines | wos 
pretty eager to read ihe re-primed fonzines- 

In the first issue it contains the following passage | wanted to share with 

people: 

“The review sections try to tell you about things rather than give boring 

biased opinions, which we all have, bur there's no room for it in fanzines. 
We believe rock n! roll and especially punk rack is about enjoyment ond 
nothing else.” 


| thought that this was such o breath of fresh air, all the way back from the 
routes of tho punk movement. Something I have always wanted is for TNS 
to be a positive thing. Why do | need to tell you about bands | don't like? | 
want to tell you about bonds | love and hopefully you will like them too. IF 
not, that’s cool, The fact that people have different tastes and opinions ìs 
‘one of the things that makes music such a brilliant thing. li's great that 
something | love, the next person might hate, but it's all just opinion. 


| get fed up of going to gigs where people just sit casting judgements on 
bands, and the general negativity of some people involved with punk, I'm 
not gonna claim I've never logged a bond off myself, but I'm goma stop 
as of now. Who cares if | don't like o particular band? I'm entitled to my 
opinion, but why would | need to shove it down peoples throats, ospecicliy 
if the person next to me in the crowd is loving ite 

One of the things that drew me to punk in the first place was the feeling 
that we are all in it together as o community and that we should embrace 
things that try to improve and build on cur scene, rather than knocking 
them. | reckon we should be positive about our subculture rather than trying 
to constantly pick fault and cost judgement. 


So from now on i'm only gonna report on bands ond music that I reolly rote 
in thie fanzine and TNS ie going to be all about positivity ond community 
spirit. I I see a bond, that I think is crap I simply won't review them and 
won't force my biesed opinion on you, because after all, like all of us, they 
are just doing their thing and who om I to knock it. 


If you hate the bands | love, as | soy, that’s not a problem, but the way | 
see it I'd much rather tell you about stuff | reclly rote, which you may or 
may not like, thon something that I'm indifferent to, which you also may or 
may not like, 

| guess it goes without saying, but the same goes for our label. | genuinely 
love every track we have released ond hope that some of you will think 
the same. 


So anyway, here's to being positive about music and enjoying it, rather 
than feeling the need to constantly criticise! After oll, surely that's why we 
ell got into music in the first place. 
Andy (Climbing off my high horse) 


The John Player S 
Nyoy like your ska 
feck them out at 

As a fairly new band, what inspired you to get the John Player Specials together? How did 
you meet and what are your influences? 
Eoch member of John Player Specials lives and breathes music. Our inspiration to play music 
comes, from our sheer determination to change what we feel is not right, and to have an 
exceptionally Good time performing live music to anyone who wishes to listen in the meantime. 
Jordan (guitar / Vox), Elliot (boss / Bk Vox) ond Jimmy (trombone) had all played together 
already in on eorlier band named “Acid Rats” the band obviously splitting due to 
disogreements between members concluded in us three teaming up with our college friend Little 
‘miller, on drums and forming JPS. Each member of the band evidently has different personal 
influences but as c whole our influences ore such artists os “The King Blues”, " The Mad 
Conductor”, "Random Hand” “Tools cnd the Maytals”, “inner Terrestrials”, “Harilan" and 
‘countless others. 
How would you describe your sound to those who are new to you? 
John Player Specials are an all-original straight up Ska band. We play mellow carchy songs 
with o, vibrant upbeat tempo, We simply ploy songs about life around us, from the disgust of the 
yuvernment lo nol geiilng served for tiga h Burguln Lovee, 
What are your first impressions of the North-West punk and ska scene? 
Very impressive to say the least. The amount of talented bands coming out of the underground 
scene is astounding. We ako find oll the promoters ond clubs of this scene very generous and 
oger to help out up ond coming bands. 
You recently recorded your first ep. How did if go? Are you pleased with it and where can 
people get hold of it? 
The recording went very well indeed, We didn't have a great deal of money to spend on t 
giving us just two days to record four tracks but obviously Tim (myspace.com/timgmusic) has 
more than enough talent and experience to overcome this problem. We're very pleased wih the 
end result and we think it depicts our live sound ot the moment very well. The bond is going to 
be selling the E. P ct each one of aur gigs bu! | also think we will be setting up some form of 
pay-pal account so people of further regions con get hold of it. 
You just added brass to your line up. What inspired the decision and how do you think the 
addition of brace holpc your cound? 
The bend was originally a four piece consisting of Jordan, Elliot, Miller and cur good friend 
David playing trumpet for us. Unfortunately David was unable to carry en performing with the 
bond concluding in J. P. S becoming a three piece for several months. At this time we hed only 
just begun to play venues in Manchester, Liverpool ete consequently ending in o great decl of 
people wh cre interested in the band and our music having never heard us with brass before. 
‘Jimmy our new trombone player is the icing on the cake as for os the band are concerned, 
We're nien rancidaring laning fnr nthar hence players, ie unranfirmar whether nr nat we will 
hove © complete brass section but it would be interesting to finc out if it woulel work. 
What are your long term plans and what would you ultimately see as a success? 
1 gonsider our long term plans to be to [ust continue playing music that we and others enjoy. In 

your eyes we're still a brand new bond, as we have only been gigging for a year. So just fo 
grow os a band and become much more confident in our song writing abilities will be o good 
stat. feel 4. P. S as a bond have alot of potentiol to be o great outfit. Were still in the baby 
Stages of our career though and have © great deal to learn. We'd also like to get on the 
festival scene this upcoming summer starting off with o couple of local festivals and ultimately 
playing such events os “rebellion”. For naw though were just hoppy to play with so many 
Unbelievable bands and fo meet a great decl of immense people. John Player Specials are 
‘always going to play Ska but os yet who knows what direction that could lead us in. 
Interview by Andy 


HE KIRK 


T con honestly say that the Kirez ore the biggest ihing To 
come out of Macclesfield since Peter Crouch 

Joking cside, these guys rock! so check ‘em out 

Here's what they had ro say for themselves! 


Please describe your sound for those thet are new lo you? 
MI = Five onthe dime, every tino, We deal inte currency ef hi. 
Cesar: Fast bu not Fast enough 
lan T - intense, kidaled with bis 
G-Man. - Punktawic once described our sound as "Rancid covering [pung] songa", They ein) moan it as o compliment but to wr thot 
saumes lits bigh praise Indeed. hi, os do From the, cur sound i kind af a eros botwean Brith and Americen Puk rock stylos. Plus, The 
Kriz have very sort arferion spans so youre Hel ta haar @ variety cf styles in any given performence. 
‘heat The Kiska are approuching their 10 yeor anniversary. How hos he band changed aver that time ond what have been the best 
bis? Do you still get along as well os alway» 
JA- Wa have drunk an inrecibla amount in hal Wme. Ie been « smooth rela apart hem thess days whan Iive a a recluse p LA and 
Mre people to sponk 1o the other members of tie band for me. 
lan T - Max's beard and Marilyn Manson obsess shrank, Col stopped dying hs hok Ins now his natural ger toes) and | verted 
white roes 
G-man We've gone way way dowel, When we first stated ve wed t corer Nirvane and Offspring songs end hod proper "rocher" 
heir-des, Somehow we gol sorod mio this whole playing ich! and rtg decent songs ting. Naveriheleus, the highligh! for mo has 
gona be playing the Wested/Rsbellon punk-rock festival Ihe actual playing part coue take or leave, bu i the acess cl areas 
ceting like mego-rock stars bit that love 
Caesar . Puberty 
How has the Northwest punk scene changed (for better or worse] during that time 
Caesar ` The northwest punk scene go! younger 
lan- Beier, somè of he elder bends hat hod no tine for ppl have cropped off the conveyer belt whilst he ather ends filing up ith 
band: that are happy fo fate to aach other and telp out 
G-Man - W only rocaily Ihat we reolized we wara actualy pari af o sene. Fer Yrs we jd seemed 13 bo thal bend who crashes gg 
< he lest minute. Br since we become twe grected h fe Norkost purk acne i 20cm Wo have definitly charged for the better, 
M- More puple kw my mi an evur before, Ta Hf hangs core growing ab Ta Then he wi be q reol heit meun 
cf peopia thor kow my name and vlfmarely we can measure ihe success of the nerthwest punik scere In how deafening th chen ft 
“MAX”, "MAX", "MAX TW son, Icon hear it nom. 
You are in the studio in March. What ane you recording? Can we expect a ful album? 
G-Man - Yeo, weve fally mel someone nice (and, lefs tace i, cheap) enough to le us dick areund in heir studio for a few cys. The 
Problem is hal The Kirk get lil giddy when lI comes ta studio tm, bul we can keep Wie pising abou lo a ririnun we should bave 
‘ha leng-cwalted secoad alun done by Summer. 
Castor - Wah recording on album tn hopefully it wil be c full ein 
AAS e'i got re of eempering w Ie Gune N Roses vo lt jutt sy i nel making any previos but i'e dlam wall about line, Tees 
Papla h he street locking pole, gaunt, fees, ceved af ambilion end hope end ! know we con help thr 
fan T - We have boen making some reck history wih our Pari Earth single and here wil be on cibum of aimikir hpteriol mel to fll 
arth 
What are your ambitions or The Kirkz? Are you happy with playing the underground cin? What do you think about major 
labels? Do you think that they can ultimately hinder a hand's progress more than they help if? 
lan T My ambito i to dye the sea Ki green so oll he losers in space know Earth is he ocles plane, 
G-lWen - The Kirkz have and always will have ther minds se on world damnation. A: times, realy rears its ugly Head! an afienpi to 
ampon ovt spirits but The Kirke are c stubbern bunch and we'd zell our Grandmothers a moke Fig. 
AU) hard ta sot a proper ambition but ati simplest | lle 4 loak back year an ysor and think did wa do more, got bigger and have 
mote fun hen the loq cor. Thos always the ge, Actually por! from 2003, lan ruinod the, whole yer. cot remember why but 
he can do et, run su | dort really thin aout mayor labets, the jni ones ere bastards enough e acually get ony acknowledgement 
ff Thine | might stet a label ard be cnt, Ane dion! you dare say in half way Were 
Caesar - My amp is mich bigger than when we started, my ambition Ito got a bigger amp- 
Will The Kirkæ fil he around in onethar tan yoors? 

Well be 36 which is about half car ife expectancy so | hike these odds 
G-Man - 2018 Dann straight Well bepiayng en he moont 
MÌ- People gave up trying to kil us off after aboot year 7. Now thej'r just resigned to it: Pus we'll aways be in your heart end if 
yr not careful n your wellt, 
lan T - Deffa, too afraid ofthe W word (work) to think otherwise, 
Peace describe what happened on the infamauc Chester 200 night in your own wards. Í| wae here and wonder how your 
racalloction tier) 3 
MI- Pl can't fighe © giraffe, W'A kile him silos, we warted ringside sean so me, Andy, Welsh Bev ond him walitia the zoo. The 200 


Caeser 


‘we open tho, in Fee it was four in the morning. and lot's el this iroi, it wash ME that puked in Ihe taxi, ñ WE Pill. I pue n 
Lymm truck top and service station ter eaing my fry up cnd half of someone ahas. IJ was tea slodgy and made a pile rather han a 
puddie, 


Where can people hear you, get hold of merch, etc, ele? 
Check out wuwinyapacticam/ihekirk cos Is os sexy as i! is informative, gigs, contacts the lot. We always have merch an us of gigs Ike 
tees and ciffl we forget to sel them so please do come harangue us, and W five mins later you see vs at the bar end it looks Ike wave 
forgettertihen harangue us again. Irs Ne oly woy 1o gel things doneti 

Cheers. " 

Questions by Andy 


- 


Melodic punk, 


with horns. 
“and Big choruses ` 
from the NORTH EAST 


'Wanking in a Travel hn with unusually small hands and displaying on obsessive penchant for Twin Peaks is alf 
por for the course for ska punks, Speeding Bee. But what of their music? 
“We started in 2003, is now 2008 ond we're all sill firly friendly with each other,” says espe De 
“However, we kicked our old bassist out for creative differences towards the end of 2007, ust to spice things 
up o bit, He refuses ro listen to anything other than Steve Albini. His name is Gorerh Frank Abrahams!“ 
“Our amps ore much, much louder than when we began, but we now have o small drum kit (which we Insist Is 
roughly the same volume as the old one). Musically, | think we are a lot lauder overall; We are iso faster, but 
aj Bacawaa ole hon prav bigger- and geal gee? + 

.. tap 


The band's recent release, Jyranny with a Difference, has been met with enthusiazm despite tol probleme. 
“Prior recordings tended to be almost inaudibly quiet with an inco:sont high pitched salpak. People ' 
commented! on the improved volume of TWAD, however hi-fi enthusiasts still suggest that o mild squeaks at 
present. Seriously though, it is e lot louder." M Li 


Speeding Bee have had some fairly memorable touring experiences. 1 
“The last tour was a terrible shambles. The low point was possibly when Gary's incessant whingingcwer his Í 

"chronic ball pain! meant we ended up forcing him to have a werk in the bogs of a Haliday Inn in Care 3 

Ironically, the sordid aef wos no worse han cur performance that night, in the oforemeniongd fin.For bib. A: 
the high point occurred opproximotely 13 seconds after he entered the Holiday Inn toilett, (Gary Wishes jo. 

stress that the urinals were quite close to the door, so the suggested timefrome is by no means implausible) 

“For the rest of us the highlight was playing the Birds Nest in Deptford, because they let real dogs run arabagi. _ 
inthe bor” 1 


` 


The bond were recently signed to Durham based label, Pass to the Left Records 

“Before we were signed life was bleak and cold. Gary had to ger me PTTL logo tattooed on his back inorder 
to have the CD released at all. Since then we have had even less interest thon we had experienced previously 
(which wasn't very much at oll). Protohera oren" doing too badly though” ¢ 

'We once played a gig in a big theatre in Durham and. got heckled by a load of BNP thugs far not ling 
racism. They then waited outside the venue to beat us up. We ercapod through the back deer, lke the true 
prejudice-fighting heroes we are." 
Though they enjoy playing gigs, Daniel says they would like to start writing egein seen. 
“Lately we laventt reull huu the horse iu du mia writing >u ul the mini we prefer lul ped 
bond, but once people stop wanting us to play gigs we'll siart complaining about how much we mis hs 
Essentially, we hate them both with a burning passion, but ot different times. Our favourite thing of al is 
improvised gigs that are recorded (by the fat soundmoni, 
using o shoddy, obsolete mini-disc player from OXFAM)” 


“Our mein influences are, Ed Hurley, Douglas Firs, The 
Rrr'R Diner, Federel Bureeu of Investigation Speciel Agon| 
Dale Cooper, Audrey Horne, Sheriff Harry S. Truman, 
Kylie (post-OBE}, Normo Jennings, The Great Northern, 
Leland Falmer, Deputy Andy, Deputy Hawk." 

So with their influences firmly set in the eccessible David 
Lynch realm and with numerous groupies int 

hometown of Bishop Auekland, what's next for Speeding 
Raat 

“Pretend to be antichrists and then sign to Sire and 
release a boring soft rock album called OLD WAVE. 
Also, to buy louder amps, or foster ones, if you can get 
them yet! 

Interview by Beth Abbit 


Peron mm ne newt Ka reviews 
nA TG NG ao Kk a 
E eltenes, ond he Drogiick Murphys in terms of US i Sireat Pui. Mo longer ts Wa the cena. Aa soon as "in Their Eyes” burst nee 
“From Hall To Eteroity". It's here thot Mike's vocals come into their own, and the lyrics seems fo emerge from the 
is rare in Street Punk, and make no mistake, this is Street Punk ethics at it's finest, no lip service to booze ond 

ve heart felt pession of people who are doing their "best just to stay alive.” Much as the opening tracks, when 
bond's earlier releases, mark o step from good to great, it is trock three, "Rise Up”, that marks the step from greot 
A sical AN y a bi ae OU 
exaggerating when | say thot every time | hear this song | get goose bumps on my neck simply because of how good it 
ir here would be that the rest of the album connor possibly live up to this killer rock, but it is a Fear thor's unfounded. 

je Up" is to the memory of The Ruts, "Murder On My Mind" is ta The Clash. Such comparison: though, whilst valid, are 
EME, es the whole album is soaked in something that is purely Pressure Point, Eure, there's clear influences from the realms of 
OJI Punk, ond Reggoe, but Resist And Riot is it's own record ond makes no apologies for it. Relenilessly this album refuses to submit; 
Fourieeh tracks that would be the highlight of most bunds’ careers are delivered with impoct, power, but also dignity and belief. 
"Wed rether Fight and die than five our lives in vain is the order of the day, ond ifs net the sound byte of boardroom punks turing 
rebellion into money, i's the battle coll of downtown Saeto's finest that are "Here To Stay". All thet's left then is to finish în style, and. 
this they do; "Horatio Alger" is the perfect awan song for this album, all the different threads meeting, seemingly by accident, though 
Url by design, in o pure gem of a song. If someone with no knowledge of Street Purik Rack asked! me what i! was all about, I'd tell 
them to listen to this album, os it's moments like these thot Punk Rock wes invented for, All in all I cannot recommend this album highly 
‘enough te enyene with o love of Street Punk, Ska, or simply good music and well-crafted! lyrics. II give this six out of five ond 


anyana who's get a problem with my mathe can fuck off p MLENGOLN—RACHNETS Brig ear] A 


= —— 
PENNYWISE - REASON TO BELEVE Epp] As wih Pennie n he previous review Milencolin 


“As an owner of every single Pennywise olbum it's safe to say I'm o fan. These are © band who have never (and would never claim 


—yeteran punks are o band thor Is very easy for people to criticise. They have — fo have) re-invented the wheel. Infact they soy as 
cerjainly neyer Wied ro re-invent the whee! and to be fair you aint gonna reclly much themselves in itle rock, ‘Machine 15! 

lee amping pacu yer oL thi a hut they aren't dane Howeyes, us with Pennywise they are e band who 
before. They are ako destined to be consteniy plagued by the Bad Religion hold many memories fer me after seeing them 
comparisons and i's certainly obvious that they are en influsnes | countess tines ovér the lait decade. Ae with 

Ër, you Ike your punk fost poced and melodie with incessant snore, there || Pemnyxise, they could alse be dropped into the skate 


cirly ore not mary bonds whe do it bener thon Pennywise. Ir very Americon 
te punk feel o he sound, which to some is goma sound abit dated but to hose 
“bf us in our mid to late 205 who got into this sound when i was in prime that 
nt be en lo one eunes N res cha o o WY | P y far y cn ns iy tae derei 
if you are new to ttjs bond any Penny fon wl direc you 1 Full Cle’, Sraigh| past, wth rie subtle melodies, good choruses and 
Ahead" or About Tine’ as © beher starting por, Te those whe know the Pennywise | some məmorcble song I's not as good as post 
sur, well you know what you aro gonna gef. think ti album stonde up fo most of| offerings such as the fantastic, For Monkeys” or the 
their material ond lva been delving right back into the back catalogue since | gat It | ska tinged ‘Life on a Plate’, but for o proper 90: kid 
because it reminded me how consistent a band! they have been over the years. ‘The | like me it was another refreshing change, which | 
Western world’, ‘Confusion’ end ‘Nothing ta Lose’ are the stand out tracks on an — | reckon is worth checking out If you ever got into this | 
‘album, that to be tait, does have a bit of tiler, but is sil pretty damn good. | band, but untortunately I Feel, irs nor reclly gonna j 


punk category If you want your music classifying, but 
thay are nowhere near os fast os Pennywise end 
there is a more punk n roll edge fo their sound, 


lis a thumbs up from me onywoy! Andy increase their fan base too dramatically. | however, 
lots. Andy J 
Since thelr inception in 2004, this Dai ing With Wire have suffered wih inconsistency, through not being 
cable to secure the continuing services of o robust ond reliable bass player. It may be surprising to leorn thot From the outset, lotest 
Bassist Jamie King's contribution is sturdy, strong and teundling, "Cut The Transmission’. This contribution is adeptly added to, creating 
the impact of Chino Moreno being backed by a combination of At The Drive In, Biffy Clyro ond 30 Seconds To Mors. Helping the 
bright sparke hom Jetplane Landing, Cehir O'Doherty ignite a mere robust ond rack grounded fuse. 
Lyrical porancio starts in he above mentioned trock and trickles through this debut olbum, some of this moy be dus to the fact that 
it has token five yeors to prepare far, Vocal versotility stretches out tho feoling andi force. From the lingering emo tainted cries of the 
Saves The Day mirroring "Everyone Need: A Nemisis’, 1o the slightly nasol push of 'Sirengih In Number? 
Power ballad, ‘Sugar’ displays o more tender heart ond shows up O'Doherty's more yearning side. A heughty vocal sap gives the 
moody, Metallica riffing ‘Into The Ground, body and thrust, This element is emboldened by an expanding accompaniment that belies 
the fect tho its being produced by o wio. Gritty, grunge licked scunter of 'My Armoury’, recaptures thet occessible Soundgarden 
conolled ougst and mysttted perplexing. 
A ployful jam led hidden irack that sees O'Doherty cnd co bantering on intro, providing a personal touch before gushing out the 
spiky guiror push ond ful-throttle percussion release of Craig McKean (formerly with Clearsho). N is worth the six minute walt and 

ñ nt os fo the future exponsiveness ond retro-rocking direction thot this outfit maybe heading in. 
Fighting With Wire have finely offically arrived ond this boos! fo the Northem lrelond scene could see them followed by several 
gripping acts if rumours about the strength of alt rock there is anything to go by? 
Dovid Adair 


FIGHTING WITH WIRE — MAN VS MONSTER (Sr 


~ ama Fan a 


J 
| 
| 


GIG REVIEW 


Bedlam Breakout 5, The Soundhaus, Northampton: The Speedkings, The Valentine Villains, Henry 
and The Bleeders, The Hyperjax, Blue Demen, Coffin Nails, Long Tall Texans, The Caravans 

The Bedlam Breakout all-deyers were first concieved in that very barren period of psychobilly history; the mid-9Os, a time 
when the Initial mamentum ef the early ta mid- 80s had hod long ground to a halt, ond the chameleons had jumped ship to 
whatever fad wat popular at that time, leaving a herdeore of Fans cisillusiosad and with nowhere fo go. In the face of 


#mallar erewes ond © dwindling pool of bands to promote, the Bedlam boys were brave enough to not only throw a lat of 
money at ofgonising events For o comatose scone, but also to bring over bonds from Americo and Central Europe 
(apparently Mad Sin, Godless Wicked Creeps played their first UK gigs at Bedlam). Following a 10-year hiatus and o 
resurgence of interest in psychobilly, the gents responsible lost year decided to make another go of BB, booking King Kurt to 
ploy in Front of a packed Soundhavs One year ond two gigs later ond Bedlam Breakout 5 saw two colossus of BOs 
Psychobilly The Long Tall Texans andi last minute stand-ins The Caravans and a plethora of UK talent in support (nor 10 
mention 500 drunken, overweight, nostalgic psychobilly:!) descend on Northampton for the latest installment in these 
increasingly papular all-doy gigs. 

like mest people in attendance that day, we unfortunately missed openers The Speedkings because of the long drive down 
‘and an early Kick off, so unfortunately there's a bit of o gap in this review, bu | caught most of second-placed Bristol-based 


sleazy garage/nea-rockabily mab the Valentine Villains so welll tart from there! These guys had e great look, zesty and 
streetwise; end! o good sound to match - al grewly guitars and a solid rhythm sestien (Featuring Scott from The Coffin Nails 
an ban), but Famalo vocals have never really dane anything fer me. They seemed ta bo well resioved though end | can soe 
there becoming o bit of a sieple on the ‘billy circuit in months to come. 

Despite having played the southern circuit for acut 3 years new, this was the First opportunity I'd hod to catch Ambassador 
Records! Bedford psychobilly crew Henry And The Bleeders. These boys played an energetic set of 80s styled trad. 
psychobilly, endearing themselves to c receptive (perhaps nostalgic) crowd with a set made up mostly of rockabilly covers. 
There's lot of rough edges here, but these boys are still very young and have c greet deal of potential. Adam's voccls ond 
stage prescence ure reminiscent of a young Pip Hancock, ond the rhythm section is solid, if o litle unspectacular, but my mein 
ctifcism of these guys is their lack ef orisinal material - in a holf hour set, I think | counted 4 oriainals, and their choice of 
covers is far from original - mostly songs covered by neo-rockaibilly bands or psychobilly bends in the BOs - Cast Iran arm 
ele. 

Blue Demen don't play bad gigs, and this was business as usual for them - a tight-as-a-grat's-chuff set punctuated with their 
self-dapreciating seouse humour mede this an enjoyable set ond a highlight of the day. Their schizo blend of psychobilly and 
breokneck western swing went down en absolute storm with the already nicely wormed-up crowd, os did dedicating the 
dilhamie 'Hey Buddy (Fuck You) to o certain Mr Poul Roman. These lads go from strength to strength end did a fucking 
fenrastie ob of Flying the flag For northern psychobilly. Its nice to see people in the scene storting to sit up and take notice of 
these boys = its about bloody time. 

TI moke no secret of the Fact that | don't like Coffin Nails on record, but for me, of the ‘big thras’ that played on saturday, 
these were the bes! of the bunch - Klunky was in fine fee, and the ‘Nails sound infinitely better with c double bass. Playing 
a fine "greatest hits set, the highlight of which, for me, wos breaking into a cover Reel2Ree"s' lke 1o move i’ mid-song, CN 
threw their all into it, and the crowc responded with the first wrecking of the doy, good stuff 

Next up were another set of Psychobilly Good Old Boys; The Long Tall Texans. Having been around since the days of 
Klubfoot yore, you'd expect LIT to be relioble at best, but it was an ‘interesting! set from these guys; Mark Carew was on fine 


forny bouncing aroun und griming muniacully in bis hkut way, but lo mie the Lund sewed u little nun-plussed by the 
event and emitted some pretty obvious crowd pleaser. Nonetheless, a goed, if not particularly tight set end these were the 
only band to play an encore. 

Finally, a cobbled-together Caravan: line-up tock to the stage; featuring Mark Pennington, hit sen, Sam, on drums end Redio 
City Riot bassist, Rob Phantom. Originel headliners The Frantic Flintstones broke up 24 hours before flying ever fer the gig 
and by oll accounts Penningtcn filled in at the 11th hour so nob tec much erisicism con be levelled ot the Carcvan's 
performance which wasn't actually that bad, by all means, just wasn't what people had hoped for and wasn't befitting of o 
headline act. Another sef made up af a great deal envers [more punk then rockabilly though ~ | spotted Rancid, NOFX end 
Jimmy Ect World), The Caravans made the best of a bad job, ond played an emertcining, if a litle short, set, caoin 
miting sewerol obvious chelces, particularly from thelr earlier olbums. Oddly, as o three-peice, they sounded a lot punkler 
than on previous occassions and on thelr recorded output, strongely drawing comparisons (perhaps unfairly!) from several 
people in sifendonce to a certain Northwesi-based Purkabilly band also in attendance! 

A great deal more drinking ond dedgy dancing followed at an excellent afterparty and so concluded the Sth installment af 


Bedlam BreakoutsFrom chatting to a few familiar faces, the general concensus was that o good day was hod by all, but 
surprisingly the yaung blood had ably stoed up te the bigger names ond in some cases put in a better showing. | think the 
promoters con be proud of the suecess of the day, and despite the obvious setbacks threw together an amazing party in the 
foce of a gract deal of adversity and apathy. These guys do whet they do for their love of Psychobilly, NOT for the money 
or the ‘scene points or the birds thet inevitably come with the territory of being a good promoter (unlike some promoters in 
this scene thal | could name and shame), and for thal, they should be applauded en the success of these gigs - | for one am 
looking forword to the next one, 

Liam Revenge 


Punk & Disorderly Festivol - Berlin 21st - 24th Febr 


ry 2008 


This wos my first time or Punk & Disorderly, though I'd heard good repons | ried to go with on open mind, raiher thon expect 
the world cnd be disappointed. As # turned out, any fears of disappointment were largely unwarranted. I arrived on." 
Thursday; the festival proper doesn't start‘ Friday, but there ore several official, and unofficial pre-shows og Iursday night in 
Kreutzberg (the place tho! the Northern Quarter thinks itis, though sorely tempted by Wild Ar Heort, o fonfostic Puni 
Rock'n'Roll bor, decided to go instead to Lido fo see Toxpack, Eost Berlin Streetcore. Lido's a decent sized venue, ond | was 
worried that it would feel empty, but as it was the place was remmed. I's truly uplifing Io ga to a small gig and have a couple 
cf hundred cr more people tum cut and get stuck in. Highschool Nightmare, and  corking German band thet I could neither 
spell nor pronounce the nome of supported Toxpack. The first two bands were very poppy, tough enjoyable, rother like the 
Bugzeoeks in German; I hoel a chot with the unprancincenle hand Intar jn the weekend, o nice pwy with the 
Fight atitude. Im always delighted by the way the world over; Punk Rock unites like-minded good people. Toxpack were much 
harsher thon the opening bands, as you would expect from East Berlin Sireetcore i'm sure. Id love 10 tell you what the songs — 
were about, bir sedly my German's not up a it, s | [st enjoyed the sound and atmosphere. I couldn't help but feet.that 

loxpack could be much bigger if they sang in English, but I respect their choice fo sing in their own language, and they certainly” 


seem fo have the Berlin Punks andi (much more numerous) Skins onside. ê è ? 


gt frm th 


So, Friday dawns and it's time for the festival proper. As I didn'? have a ticket, | plonned to gel there orly, and find n 
local bar so that I could get to the Front of the queue when the box office opened, This was the first of my ever so minor ` 
cap poinhno, The vero vos den into East Bork on tha fisol named Ale De Kosmosouisn (Coimoneig alli 
Road) sac hece.inai«aihorin il, ane.afjer woling.rownd the many ca showroom? hat auraind the venue, a gown, | 
Fae hk ook Wa EREN shored their beer (purchased earlier from Uidle) ond we waited for the gates Tegpet 
As we walled, the unoronauceably named band from last night turn up ond fall our of a tax), already well and truly “4 
‘plastered, end the esliral hoinit even started yet; | guess more thon one aspect of Pupk Rock is he some the world Bveg y 
“Ce inlets the compound, | purchased a ticket from an lce.ereom Van, opted to skip ordering a screwball er 99, ax ils: 
Tali chili Wye Prussian aber, sd prococded ja ihe venue. | wos thirty minutes before the First band; sol grafpbad, 
yrei @ bal, end perused the obligatory merch als. | wes delighted fe see on array of SHARP ond Geed Night i, 
“White Pride” patches, pins, and tshirts amenget the band related and branded stuff. It's worth mertioning thet elespitgthe” | 
“cnwd having on overwhelmingly Skinhead majority, which is understandoble given the headline act, I did not encounter o Í” 
ingle far right or white-pewer Skinhead all weekend. Indeed ene of the organizers latér commented that the policehad à 
checked his beer early Sunday morning, os they thought to have so many people and 1o litle trouble, he must bÈ putting $ 
something in the drinks There was even on Antifascist Aktion stond in the areno. 


3 " 


y, special mention on Friday's line up has to go to 


“Chemical Chaos, I'd not seen these guya before, though | had ' 8 
agen the bedreadlocked scaffold scaling vocalist working as . Š 
rew ot various ether gigs and festivals. They were the mes! JOHN ROBB GOLDBLADE 
Punk and least Oi! of the weekend's acts, being somewhat 


Conflict like, and Featured © guest performance from Texas š 
Terri, who seemed to be a regular on'tboth stages despite not 
acuolly being on the bill ot ell, A vos! improvement 
qestbeticolly from Terri, vos Deadline": Liz, end they were 
definitely on form. Ive loved them for years, and although 
they've waxed and waned repeatedly in thot time, they were. 
‘on a high in Berlin, and were probably the highlight of Friday 
night, Headline on Friday wes the second, and finel, 
dlcoppeintment of tho we 

band to me, being one of my ell time favourites ond the 
band thot first introduced me to Streetpunk, but truth be teld, 
they were poor thet night. They can be partly forgiven os. 
they had a siond-in drummer, o member of Ireland's Blood or 
Whiskey, who looked unperturbed despite playing fron’ of a 
Cross of StiGeorge. To me though, all the songs seemed 
slowed down, and whilst Mickey Fitz was chinpy as ever, the 
whole performance lacked a certain something. When! 
heord thot Tosh of Section 5 hod joined, I thought he may 
add the stoge presence that's been missing since Steve 
Whale left, but thot wos not the case, and the whole 
parformanca' wes dil Hah 


and. The Business are o epecol 


j y, be 
w ivo] wgsificit serious thought had clearly gone into he running order. There were two stages, and bonds were timed 10 


Ë 


irt os the other étage finished, thus it was possible rally see every minute of every bond if one had the sta: 
`“ fe tir ane ceir co on uni around 18:00 each day, meaning outsiders cod enjoy the magnificent city os well 


Ako, 


© Alexonderplat ls well worth o vish os is the aforementioned Kreutzberg with Punk Rock spectolst Core Tex Recordi | whiled 


s “t'y good Few hours on Saturday afternoon drinking In he Kreviskeler, ond watching Hertha Barlin Fal so: 


lise an 
Mulls heno to get = gecllere draw with Shttgart. Then iior ôn the MG and sast Far mere Puke Pack. Sat 
Ppromhed the English Dogs, The Partisans, and of course, the 4-Skins. There were no €iteppoinents on Serureey | 
{irs tine fel seen the Encliih Dogs, amazing after ten years ot gang to these gigs - I know, they were great, and I [et 
‘e0lly should have made the effort, well ten years pga to see ther. | watched The Portions whist shoring o beer âr 
Mih Goldblade'r Brother Keith. | was slightly ditoppoinied when | saw The Partisans last, bu they've put the intervening time 
to good ste end dellverad in Berlin. A chuckie wes raise when Blind Ambition wat iwroduced as "the first aver Emo 
ond whit | see his pet, think there s a lite too moch fight in the song for fringe brigade. | ako saw o naw band te rie, 
Sioniper 98, who played o good mix of Ol! and Skinhead Ske mat hod me crowd bouncing, end the boots stomping. Ther 
Nan the Bhi Sore ñ wus u Lil uf lyka ip end Gury Hodges wu the wnly wrih mennu of the burl but 
Jeast fr was Hodges, and not Roi Pierce. He stuck to his own era stuff, which ell but the most loony of 4-Skins fans ogree wai 
the bes! aro, and delivered what was needed, a frenzy of Oil that had me jumping into the thick af the Berlin Skins, end gof 
‘ile frankly, Fucking nuk. Despite being away fer o long, Hedlge: ayuda stage prarence, and even managed to keep a. 
straight face when he performed Yesterday's Heroes. All he greats were Mera, One Lew For Them, Evi, 1984, Choss, the ip 
Goes an, ond | returned to my hostel with high spirit: and that buzz that only greot live musie con give you. 


Sunday began quite disturbingly when | bumped ino John Robb, or, as 1 ike fo think of him, the warkingman's Des O'Connot, in thee 
hostel reception. but soon picked up when saw him again on stage frenting Goldblade end partaking in his usuel Johnny Brovo-este 
lunacy. Goldblade were os consisterely solid os ever, ond how anyone with eors con not tke them is truly beyond my undersrending. 
Lyrics aside, here wos no fighting on the dence lloer, ond only a line fucking the streets. Though there wor a Fair amount of folling 
‘ever shit facad in the buchos as Írocoll. Sunday's, end possibly tho weekend's "find" wore the Radio Dead Ones, who despite the crop 
name were a band | really took notice of. They have o real sense of fun, but the kind af fun that can he token seriously, lightly Rute 
like in paris, and yet also very new and vibrcnt. Definitely one to keep an eye out for. | think o special mention should be mode here 
Cf the brarwurst the stall outside supplied me with o large number of Germony's speciality sausage, os well os some of the nicest steak 
sondviches Ive ever tasted, Suffice to say that when | returned by belt wos somewhot tighter then when | flew out. So, from scuioges 
1a Argy Borgy, ond Cock Sporrar's topeon twice romoved delivered o good zolid enelought of Streetpunk mining now with old 
Favourites, ond were axceily what Sunday night needs. Grand finale come in the form af o man wha could teach even Gery Hodges 
or John Robb o thing or two about stage presence, none other then the legendary Neville Staple. Soon everyone was skanking oway to 
sers, Too Much Too Young, Ghost Town, and of course, the Skinhead Symphony. Thor is everyone except for the numerous crowd 
who seemed to omuse Neville greatly, ore! make him cringe when they Fell o, ell in al, Punk & Disorderly is o fine festival. | 
Qel Flights, tiekets, ane aceonmadatien, far he same money os eecommedation alone coil me in Blackpecl fer Rebellion last year, andi 
‘ot just 2 euros a pini in the venue, this festivos really viable for British Punk Rock fans. | went this year, primarily for the d-Skins, but | 
loved it, ond will return next year, for the fesiìvl, | hope same of you can join me, 

Review by Mozza 


Upcoming Big Little Promotions Gigs: 


11/07: Revenge Of The Psychotronic Man & Turn It Red 
23/07: Rentokill, Flat Back Four & Mafafi 
a| 05/08: 7YEARSBADLUCK, The 255's 4 Jack The Union 
06/09: John Crocker, Flat Back Four, Name In 
Brackets, & Matt and James 


All gigs at The Dog & Partridge, Manor 
Street, Bolton, BN1 1TU, £2 entry 
Visit http://www.myspace .com/biglittlepromo 
for more details 
PUNK ROCK BAND LOOKING FOR A DRUMMER, BASED 
IN ASHTON UNDER LYNE, VISIT 

HTTP://WWW .MYSPACE.COM/GFAARMY 


fa,¢" New shop opening in Afflecks, ` ° 
es: rak “First floor, Manchester on 26” April!" 


lon yt” 


Cool clothes, footwear 
and accessories 
for all you Rockin Gals 
and Hellraisin Rock'n'Roll Guys 


Tariff Manchester MI 2FF 
61 236 5607 for more information 
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check out: Ska Bar -lost sun of month at Retro Bor, fungalpunknature.co.uk, rockersengland.co.uk, roadkill-ecords.cauk,slitmewk, myspace. 
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“> TNSrecords presents 
a split ep by... 
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o gadi 


'lightning fast melodic punk 
played by idiots' 


‘melodic ska edged puni 


wit horns’ 
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buy it for four pounds 
from our webstore 
myspace.com/thatsnotskankingrecords 
or from picadilly records/rockers - manchester 
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endent stores (see site for info) 
“Mias 
back as dogs | 
pig SW I an L jen follow you around 
selves over you, your couch, your car 
r B( Manchester) 
moment. 
eet melody, 
ig in this outfit tool” 


OMD (fungalpunk) 


by People 


cider 


20 tracks of 
awesome uk punk/ska 
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for four pounds 


